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Dear Praying Friends & Family,
 It has been said that when God blesses, opposition is right around the corner. We 
rejoice in God’s favor on the ministry here, and we rest in his grace during trials. 

  Our main church continues to flourish. In the last two months we have had big 
attendances for special days, but also a constant flow of guests for almost every service, 
as well as professions of faith and baptisms. We recently started preaching through the 
book of Acts. Much of what we have seen in the ministry here reminds me of those 
special days in the early church. People from every background are finding freedom in 
Christ and community in his body, the church. There is a spirit of unity, passion, boldness, 
and generosity as Spirit-filled believers work together to fulfill the Great Commission. 

  As many of you know, two years ago we started a second church in the Café Madrid 
neighborhood. We have worked alongside this church and its leaders since its inception. 
The pastor we trained, Díver Ortiz, has been doing an excellent job, and the church has 
grown. In September, we commissioned Pastor Díver’s family, as well as five other 
families from our church, to work in this daughter church full time. This change is 
bittersweet for us. They will be able to focus entirely on the other church; however, we 
will have much less contact with these families whom we love. It is all part of growing up. 
WeWe sometimes joke that we feel like spiritual grandparents, even though we’re only in 
our 30's. On a positive note, we now have more room to continue to grow in our first 
church, and newer leaders have the chance to step up and fill in the gaps left behind. 

 In our last letter, I mentioned one of our next church plants, located in the town of 
Lebrija. God has moved over the previous two months, and we think we have found an 
ideal building to rent to help them get off the ground. It is easily accessible to around 
50,000 people, large enough to get started, and at a fantastic price. Hopefully, sometime 
in October or November, we can sign the rental contract and begin to get everything 
ready for this exciting new stage of ministry. The leader of this work, Juan Cruz, is very 
encouraged, as are we, at how God is working things out. If you’d like to help with 
start-upstart-up expenses (chairs, essential sound equipment, literature, pulpit, etc.), you can 
send a gift through Macedonia and mark it “A. Vance — church plant.” 

 Our primary goal as missionaries isn’t just to build one megachurch that a lot of people attend. Instead, it is to make 
disciples that make disciples; it is to train leaders who train leaders; it is to plant churches that plant churches. With this 
in mind, we are dreaming big. There is already a pipeline of believers in various stages of training that we plan to send 
out someday soon, as God allows. We are also close to opening the next two churches, but this is a small effort in light 
of the task at hand. We need at least 50 more churches for our city, hundreds more for our country, and thousands 
moremore for Latin America. Then we look at the world and realize even those numbers are small in comparison to the great 
need. We believe we can reach the world in our generation, but we must get serious! Will you dream big with us?

 Many of you know we were expecting another child. A couple of weeks ago, Aubrie suddenly lost a lot of blood and 
went into early labor. Our son, Amaziah, was stillborn on September 19th and is now in the presence of Jesus. We held 
his lifeless body in our hands as we cried out to God for strength and grace. We don’t yet understand why this hap-
pened, but we trust our sovereign God, who works all things out for his glory and our good. Continue to pray Aubrie’s 
healing, as well as our family in the days ahead.
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